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1. Who can apply for a grant?
Eligible applicants include:
· Community organisations (e.g. parish councils, registered charities, CICs)
· Businesses (e.g. registered with Companies House)
Applicants must be based in the New Forest District and within either:
a. Towns, villages and hamlets with populations below 10,000 and the wider countryside, or
b. Market or hub towns with populations of up to 30,000.
Areas covered by the scheme:
Check if an address is within the New Forest Rural Fund area.
You can check the New Forest Rural Fund areas map and postcode lookup.
This is a guide to help you to use the search facility on the map (PDF, 225 KB).


2. How much funding can I apply for?
You can apply for a minimum of £2,000 and a maximum of £10,000.
You must provide match funding of at least 10% of the grant amount requested.

3. Can I apply for funding for a project that has already started?
No. You must not start or pay for any part of the project before receiving formal approval. Retrospective applications for already completed or paid-for work are not eligible.

4. How are grants paid?
Grants are paid retrospectively. This means:
· You must pay for the approved items or works first.
· Once the items are delivered or works completed, you submit a grant claim form with evidence.
· The Council aims to process complete claims within 20 working days.

5. What evidence do I need to submit with my application?
You must provide the following:
· Recent bank statement (dated within 2 months)
· Most recent business accounts or HMRC self-assessment
· Proof of business location in the New Forest District
· 12-month cash flow forecast
· Landlord permission (if applicable)
· Two quotations or catalogue listings for each item
Incomplete applications or missing documents will not be processed.
6. REPF Output and Outcome Indicators
This guide will help you understand what information you need to provide when applying for a grant through the New Forest UK Rural England Prosperity Fund (UKREPF).

What are UKREPF outputs and outcomes?
These are simple ways to measure what your project aims to achieve with the grant funding. You only need to report on the outputs (what will be delivered as a result of a successful grant application) and outcomes (the result of the output, for example more visitors to a community venue as a result of what was delivered using grant money).

Do I need to report on all outputs and outcomes?
No. You only need to report on the ones that are relevant to your project. For example:
· If your project aims to support local businesses, you’ll report on business-related outputs and outcomes. 
· If your project aims to improve community spaces, you’ll report on anticipated usage or visitor numbers.

What do the outcomes measure? 
They are grouped into five main types:
1. Business and Community Assets
e.g. buildings or spaces improved, more people using footpaths or facilities
2. Enterprises
e.g. number of businesses supported, jobs created or safeguarded, new businesses started
3. Events and Activities
e.g. workshops or training sessions held, more people attending local events
4. People and Users
e.g. number of people benefiting from the project
5. Others
e.g. new volunteering opportunities created

What information do I need to provide?
For each relevant indicator, you’ll be asked to report:
· How it will be measured (e.g. number of people, events, jobs)
· A short explanation of what the result means
· Which part of your project the result relates to

Why is this important?
This helps New Forest District Council and the UK Government understand:
· How the funding is being used
· What difference your project is making in the local area
· How rural communities and businesses are benefiting


7. Can I buy second-hand equipment?
Yes, second-hand equipment is eligible if sourced from a specialist dealer who can, if necessary, provide proof of ownership. 

8. Can I pay in cash for items?
No. Cash purchases are not eligible. All payments must be made through the business bank account and clearly shown on your bank statement.

9. What happens if I don’t submit all the required documents?
You will be contacted once only using the contact details you provided. If you do not respond within 5 working days, your application will be automatically rejected.

10. How long must I keep the funded items?
Any items funded by the grant must remain in your ownership for a minimum of [5 years] after the grant is paid.

11. When must the project be completed?
All grant-funded projects must be completed by 31 March 2026. Projects not completed by this date risk losing their grant award.

12. How will my data be used?
Details of your grant may be shared with the Government. You can read our full privacy notice here.
13. Subsidy Control 
Subsidy Control refers to the rules and framework that govern how public authorities in the UK can provide financial assistance (or subsidies) to businesses and other organisations engaged in economic activity.
Key Points:
Definition of a Subsidy: Under the UK’s Subsidy Control Act 2022, a subsidy is defined as financial assistance that:
Is given directly or indirectly from public resources by a public authority.
Confers an economic advantage on one or more enterprises.
Is specific (i.e., benefits certain enterprises over others).
Has, or could have, an effect on competition or investment within the UK, or on trade or investment between the UK and other countries 

Purpose: The regime ensures that subsidies do not distort competition or trade, both within the UK and internationally. It replaces the EU’s State aid rules following Brexit.
Scope: It applies to all public authorities in the UK, including central government, devolved administrations, and local authorities.
Requirements: Authorities must assess whether a proposed subsidy complies with the principles set out in the Act. Some subsidies are outright prohibited, while others must meet specific conditions 
Implementation Date: The full regime came into force on 4 January 2023.

